Secondary Containment Thresholds
The point at which your worksite requires secondary containment depends on what
class of liquids you have on site, and in what quantities.

What level of secondary containment is required if the amounts are triggered?

For really hazardous liquids, it is required from very low levels. For others, you are
allowed to have a larger amount before secondary containment is required, while
for many non-hazardous substances, little to none may be needed at all.

Requirements for Class 1-5:

While not exhaustive, the below table details some of the more common classes,
and at what point secondary containment is required.
Hazard Classification

Amounts Where the Need For
Secondary Containment Is Triggered

Class 5.1.1A

50L

Class 5.1.1B

500L

Class 5.2A, 5.2B

10L

Class 5.2C, 5.2D

25L

Class 5.2E, 5.2F

100L

Class 6.1A, 6.1B, 6.1C

100L

Class 6.1D, 6.5A, 6.5B, 6.7A

1,000L

Class 8.2A

100L

Class 8.2B

1,000L

Class 8.2C, 8.3A

10,000L

Class 9.1A

100L

Class 9.1B, 9.1C

1,000L

Class 9.1D

10,000L

Further information including classes beyond those listed about, visit the
WorkSafe website.

The below table is a summary of the requirement levels for secondary containment,
as per the Health & Safety at Work (Hazardous Substances) Regulations 2017.

Container Size

Total Pooling Potential

Secondary Containment
Capacity

Up to 60L

Less than 5,000L

At least 50% of the total

5,000L or more

2,500L or 25% of the total*

More than 60L and up
to 450L

Less than 5,000L

At least that total potential

5,000L or more

5,000L or 50% of the total*

More than 450L

Less than 5,000L

At least that total potential

5,000L or more

5,000L or 50% of the total*

Requirements for Class 6-9:
Container Size

Total Pooling Potential

Secondary Containment
Capacity

Up to 60L

Less than 20,000L

At least 25% of the total

20,000L or more

5% of the total or 5,000L*

Less than 20,000L

25% of the total,or 110% of the
capacity of the largest container*

20,000L or more

5% of the total or 5,000L*

Less than 20,000L

25% of the total,or 110% of the
capacity of the largest container*

20,000L or more

5% of the total or 5,000L*

More than 60L and up
to 450L
More than 450L

*whichever is greater
This is a summary of Regulations 13.30, 13.31, 13.32 and 13.33 of the
abovementioned Regulations and should be used as a guide in the context of all
other components within it.
Content above falls under the Hazero Disclaimer, for more information please click
here.
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